								Date:








Dear (Parent/Guardian),


	I saw (_____) in the office today. I suspect he/she has ringworm.  


	Ringworm is a fungal disease, not a worm, that can appear on the body, scalp or feet.  The lesions/rash are flat and can be ring shaped.  The outside of the area is reddish.  The sores are usually dry and scaly but can be pus filled, dry, scaly, moist or crusted.  It is infectious and will spread if left untreated.  


	Ringworm can be spread from people and animals, and is found in the soil.  The mode of transmission is direct or indirect contact with skin or scalp of an infected person or animal, contaminated floors or ground.  The incubation period is 4 to 10 days.  


	Ringworm is not considered contagious after the medication is begun.  Your child does not have to miss any school once treatment has been started.  It might take up to six weeks before the sore is healed.  If it becomes larger or more sores appear, call your health care provider.  If they have sores in their hair, or there are more than three spots, do the following.


	1.   Thoroughly bathe with soap and warm water.


Avoid scratching the area.


Apply a topical fungicide twice a day such as Tinactin or Mycotin, which can be purchased over the counter at any drug or grocery store.  Continue this treatment for one week after the ringworm patch is smooth and seems to be gone.


Call your vet for instructions to treat household pets. 


Wash all towels and bedding with hot water.  Dry on hot cycle.


Do not share towels or washcloths.





							Thank you,





							School Nurse


							(Phone Number)
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